tional standards and calling for international oversight, the EZLN was setting itself up as a force to be reckoned with.
The EZLN called for better "work, land, housing, education,…, democracy, justice, and peace." Nearly thirty-one percent of Chiapas was illiterate, whereas only thirteen percent of Mexico as a whole was illiterate. Access to water, electricity, and other valuable resources was more limited in Chiapas (especially in some specific cities that the EZLN had taken control of ) than in the rest of Mexico; however, Chiapas was a relatively resource-rich area with fertile land and petroleum, producing a large amount of Mexico's coffee and electricity. The wealth generated in Chiapas did not reach the indigenous people there.
12
Over the eleven years following the first declaration, five more declarations were issued. The Second Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle, released just a few months after the first, reestablished the reasons for the group's purpose and to assert its success in maintaining "international conventions of war."
Calling for government changes and for the people of Mexico to stand with the EZLN against the "bad government" and for democracy, the EZLN continued to show its determination in the face of strong military and political opposition. 13 Subsequent declarations continued to call for, and expand upon, the demands set forth prior while decrying the Mexican government's failure to follow through with its promises.
In The EZLN's use of the Internet and other media outlets has earned the conflict the title of "la guerra de tinta e Internet [the war of ink and internet]," as José Ángel Gurría described it in 1995. 19 The Mexican government had tried to isolate the EZLN and limit their coverage, but through the Internet and independent journalists the group has been successful in maintaining their "political connections" abroad. 20 Their "war of words, images, imagination and ple, Zack de la Rocha, vocalist of the popular American rap-metal band Rage Against the Machine, was an avid supporter of the Zapatistas, journeying to Chiapas in demonstrations of solidarity. He explained that in his numerous trips to the region, he has witnessed the isolation forced upon Chiapas as well as the government's failure to act accordingly, opting instead to send in troops.
The musician recalled that when he organized a group of students, artists, and activists to go to Chiapas prior to the San Andrés Accords and there they saw the military buildup and intimidation of community members by government forces. Many of the band's songs reflect the Zapatista struggle and de la Rocha's experiences with the group. 26 Essential to the group's online presence and
Internet appeal was Subcomandante Marcos.
A Face for the Faceless: Subversion and the Subcomandante
Subcomandante Marcos was a key figure in some of the relative success the EZLN had in gathering support against the government. Edward Williams and Donald Schulz explain that the "charismatic ski-masked commando" became the EZLN's spokesman, and a folk hero. 27 Marcos' "skillfully deployed combination of self-effacing subordination to the community he serves and individual charisma" was the source of intrigue and admiration that surrounds him. 28 Marcos was a major component of the EZLN's propaganda machine and was responsible for many of the group's communiqués.
29
On February 9, 1995, the Mexican government revealed "Marcos'" identity.
In order to discredit the rebel's "mythic hero" status and subvert the EZLN's efforts, the government identified him as Rafael Sebastián Guillén Vicente, a former middle-class university professor from Mexico City-this was rather unsuccessful, however. Marcos was able to win back sympathy by "portraying himself as a victim" of the oppressive governmental forces. 30 In her examina- however, this also had the negative impact of intertwining Marcos and the movement to the point of them being inseparable. 40 Marcos had served his purpose of drawing attention to the plight of the indigenous by being a faceless entity in which anyone could project themselves in order to sympathize with the movement. "One day Marcos' eyes were blue, … green, … or black-all depending on who did the interview…" 41 Marcos could represent everybody and nobody at once, and that was his power; however, Marcos, as he explained, became a distraction, and that was one reason why that persona was eliminated and that of Galeano was taken in its place. While
Marcos was a key in the EZLN's subversion of the Mexican government, his prominent role and inadvertent fame partially subverted the group's goals.
Twenty Years On: Success or Failure?
The Zapatistas have made little progress outside of Chiapas in the last twen- increasing irreverence of Marcos and the EZLN; however, does that mean that the group has failed in its lofty goals? Bethaney Turner argued that the international support generated through the Internet does not guarantee significant changes in society, and the first decade of the EZLN's efforts had not "precipitated the radical reconstruction of the Mexican political system that they had hoped for." 42 Turner perceived the movement as having deflated over time, and was not alone in that assessment. Turner perceived the movement as having deflated over time, and was not alone in that assessment. Mihalis
Mentinis argued that even though the EZLN have attracted a large amount of attention, there was little consensus on their efficacy.
Furthermore, according to Mentinis, the Zapatistas "have failed to bring about radical change, and have m 43 ade little progress on their broader political agenda." Even in the first few years of the Zapatista movement, some have argued that the EZLN's "capacity for insurgency" and its "social netwar" were "past its peak." 44 Not everybody was content with this analysis. As Immanuel Wallerstein explained, it was much like the answer that Zhou Englai was rumored to have provided as a response to the French Revolution: "It is too early to tell." 45 Whether or not greater successes throughout Mexico will arise as a direct result of the Zapatistas is unknown, but the movement has been successful on a local level. As Marcos explained, "[t] he mere indisputable fact that the EZLN had not only not been weakened, much less disappeared, but rather had grown quantitatively and qualitatively would have been enough for any moderately intelligent mind to understand that, in these 20 years, something had changed within the EZLN and the communities." 46 The EZLN is still going twenty years later, which demonstrates some level of success. One of the greatest successes of the Zapatistas has come in the form of local, self-governing communities in Chiapas.
Bypassing the Government: Autonomous Communities
After withdrawing from negotiations with the government in 2007 and with legal avenues effectively at an impasse, the EZLN moved forward with the creation of a system of self-governance, forming autonomous municipalities, regardless of Federal approval, thus subverting governmental dominion over the region. Gemma van der Haar explained that these autonomous municipalities serve not only as a form of more legitimized resistance, but as governmental structures to provide a system of justice, education, health care, economic development, and more in a flexible manner based on local conditions. These autonomous communities are made up of locally elected councils and each of the systems (e.g. education, healthcare) are managed by commissions made up of local peoples. 47 The EZLN helped establish autonomous indigenous communities when the government failed to follow through with promises it made.
These autonomous communities were able to form with some outside help.
In a brief history of these autonomous zones, Subcomandante Marcos noted repeatedly that it was with the support of national and international civil societies that these communities could form. Marcos also explained, however, that the arrangement was not perfect and has its ups and downs; its own contradictions. Despite the problems, the autonomous communities-and the support of civil societies-helped improve the conditions, even if only a little, of normally excluded peoples (e.g. the indigenous, young persons, women, and a whole host of "others"). 48 Where the government failed in creating a better situation for the indigenous people, the EZLN helped form autono- The Forum
